Travel vaccination at short notice_________________________
While most people prefer to plan ahead when going abroad, there will always be occasions when people simply need their vaccinations urgently and GPNs can be there to help, whatever the reason for the urgency!

NICE Immunisations CKS 2015 covers travel vaccination at short notice and is summarized below.

Full immunity can take up to 21d to develop in some people – bear this in mind when advising patients, they need to be aware that they may not be fully covered for the initial days of their trip.

The decision whether to vaccinate at short notice will depend upon individual risk assessment of:

· Proximity to departure and intended length of stay. If leaving in 2d, returning 5d later, there may be little or no benefit from last minute vaccination.

· Risk of contracting a vaccine-preventable disease.

· Type of vaccine and schedules available.

Telephone advice can be sought from the Travel Health Pro (formerly NaThNaC) helpline if there is insufficient time to complete all the required vaccinations prior to departure.
	Vaccination
	How  late can you give it
	How long until full immunity?


	Special notes

	Hepatitis A, DTP
	Up to day of departure
	
	

	Hepatitis B
	Course can be accelerated over 3w
	
	

	Japanese encephalitis
	2 doses, 1w apart
	This regime induces antibodies on 80% of people
	Seek specialist advice if unable to complete the course 10d prior to departure

	Meningococcal vaccine
	Up to day of departure if visiting high-risk area
	
	Saudi Arabia refuses entry if vaccination <10d prior to entry

	Rabies
	Accelerated course can be given over 3w
	
	If required at short notice, seek specialist opinion 

	Tetanus and polio in previously un-immunised people
	Give max no. of does that travel date allows
	
	Complete the course upon return

	Tick-borne encephalitis 
	2 doses 2w apart
	90% achieve immunity 2w after 2nd dose 
	3rd dose should be given 5-12m after the 2nd date

	Typhoid
	
	10d


	

	Yellow fever
	Up to day of departure
	10d
	Countries that require it refuse entry if vaccination <10d prior


